In the title compound, C 14 H 30 N 2 O 2 , the almost planar nonyl chains are fully extended: the N-C-C-N torsion angle of À161. 95 (8) indicates an anti conformation. The crystal structure features N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The crystal structures is composed of the alternated hydrophilic and hydrophobic layers (Figure 1 ). The components in the hydrophilic parts are linked to each other via N-H···O bonds of R2,2(10) ring motifs Ulrich et al. (1990) and the weak C-H···O interactions (Table 2) , whereas in the hydrophobic regions they interact through van der Waals contacts.
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Experimental
A title compound was synthesized according to method given by Piłakowska-Pietras et al. (2008) The surfactant was carefully purificated several times. Suitable single crystalwere obtained by slow evaporation of thecompoundsolutionin a chloroform-hexane mixture and kept cold at -5¯C. The crystals of 2-(decanoylamino)ethyldimethylamine-N-oxides appeared unexpectedly taking into account well known problems with the surfactants crystallization.
Refinement
All the H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.98-0.99 Å. The U iso values were constrained to be -1.5U equ (methyl H atoms) and -1.2U equ (other H atoms). The rotating model group was supplementary materials sup-2 considered for the methyl group. In the case of N1, the hydrogen atom was located from a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically. Figures   Fig. 1 . Table 1 . Selected geometric parameters (Å, °). Symmetry codes: (i) −x, −y+1, −z+1; (ii) x−1, y, z; (iii) −x+1, −y, −z+1.
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